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SUBJ: POPPY SEED CASE: AUSTIN FRIED 

REE A. STATE 214494 B. HONG KONG 10858 
C. TAIPEI 4590 

1 . CASE AGAINST ALAN SHEN AND AUSTIN FRIED NOW APPEARS 
TO BE VERY MUCH ON BACK BURNER WITH LIKELIHOOD THAT 
ROC AUTHORITIES WILL LET IT DIE QUIETLY. ALAN SHEN 

IS STILL OUT ON BAIL, AND CONTACT IN MINISTRY OF 
JUSTICE INVESTIGATION BUREAU (MJIB) HAS INFORMALLY 
TOLD MISSION OFFICER THAT MJIB DOES NOT INTEND TO 
PROSECUTE HIM. HOWEVER, THEY HAVE NOT RETURNED SHEN’S 
BAIL MONEY OR DROPPED CHARGES AGAINST HIM AND 
APPARENTLY DO NOT INTEND TO DO SO IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 
MATTER THUS MAY REMAIN UNRESOLVED INDEFINITELY AND 
SHEN'S INTERESTS ARE PROBABLY BEST SERVED BY NOT 
PRESSING THE ISSUE. 

2. MJIB CONTACT SAID THAT MJIB NOW CONSIDERS CASE 
AGAINST AUSTIN FRIED CLOSED. 

3. ABOVE INFORMATION FROM MJIB CONTACT IS VERY 
INFORMAL AND ATTEMPT TO GET MORE PRECISE DEFINITION 
OF STATUS OF CASE COULD PROVE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. 
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